
Happy 80th Birthday, Mama Hana 
 

     I returned to Indonesia on November 
10th, just in time to kick-off several 
celebrations with hundreds of guests 
joining to honor Mama Hana, founder 
of Yayasan Pondok Kasih (YPK), 
“The House of Love Foundation.” on 
her 80th birthday. Over the decades, 
Mama and YPK have faithfully served 

 the poor and transformed many lives, including mine! 

Mama’s Surprise(s) 
 

Mama promised me a surprise when I returned to Indonesia but instead of just  ONE she had TWO! 
 

ONE - Using a shipping container, Mama Hana built an 
outdoor food court. YPK staff and associates will fill hungry 
bellies with affordable meals and snacks and provide a friendly 
community gathering place where we pray many meet Jesus. 
TWO - Mama is in the middle of a colossal building project at 
YPK’s One-Stop Training   
Center.   Once completed, 
the Nusantara Cultural  

Center (NCC) will be a beautiful model of unity in diversity for  
Indonesians and foreigners. Guests at the NCC will both literally and 
figuratively be able to taste and see the beauty of harmonious living as 
different tribes, religions, ethnicities, socio-economic groups, and 
nations gather to share, learn, and enjoy.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
  
 

The YPK 
Elderly Shelter 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                    Many impoverished Indonesian families cannot afford to care for 
their elderly parents and end up abandoning them. For decades, Mama Sylvi 
has provided refuge for these neglected and/or abused widows at one of my 
favorite places, the joy-filled YPK Elderly Shelter. Until joining the YPK 
Shelter, most of these ladies had never heard the Good News of God’s love.  
     GoHawaii is privileged to help support the Shelter and thanks to a generous 
donation, we were able to provide a special lunch (gado-gado and satay) for the ladies. I was so glad that my 
friends Josephine and Cindy joined me. While I doled out hugs, kisses, smiles, and rudimentary Indonesian, 
they were able to cheer, encourage, and pray for the grannies in the Indonesian language and their local dialect.  
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Mt. Fuji from an expressway in Tokyo (enroute to Costco) 



 

 

An Upcoming Family Reunion in Kenya 
 

     In 2006, Charles made his first overseas trek – from Kenya 
to The Keystone Project. He knew little of America nor of 
disciple-making. Helping to ease him into the lifestyle and 
lessons were his new American Dad and Mum, Vic and Barbara 
Reffey. Charles returned to Keystone in 2008 as a coach where 

His relationship with his American folks continued. 
     Vic passed away last year. And only God could 
have known when Barb and I met at Ludlow Falls 
Camp this summer that He was about to fling wide 
the doors for Mama Barb and Charles to reunite.  
     Donna, Barb and I leave this week for Kenya 
to support Charles’ discipleship training – using 
the very skills he learned in Keystone - and also, 
to check on GoHawaii’s water well and faculty 
housing projects at Kitie High School.  
 
 
 
    

 

 Celebrating Thanksgiving & Christmas in Tokyo 
We enter His gates with thanksgiving in our hearts – Ps. 100:4 

(and sometimes with Thanksgiving in our bellies). 
 

   Alison and I joined the Pagaragan family at their 
ministry center, The Neighborhood, to bring a taste 
of Thanksgiving and Christmas to their Japanese 
friends. Feeling a lot like Beetle Bailey, I spent hours 
at their kitchen sink washing dishes and peeling 
potatoes while Kelly, Taylor, Reagan, Colson, and 

Alison cooked up a storm of holiday foods. 
     We’re grateful for old friends and new, 
from Japan & America, who helped decorate, 
prep food, and gave generously so we could 
share two of our favorite holidays with some 
of the Pagaragans’ favorite people.    
     While most Japanese people love the 
English language and Hawaiian culture, very 
few love Jesus. Interested in creatively 
building bridges in Japan? Check out The 
Neighborhood: https://teamkibou.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

To donate to GoHawaii Projects  
  Write a check and mail to: 
 MC Hawaii District GoHawaii 
 PO Box 1259 
 Lawai, HI  96765 
 

To support Dr. Sharon  
  Click on link below or use QR code: 

https://wpartners.info/M232 
  or Write a check and mail to: 
 Key Concepts (M232) 
 PO Box 9282 

            Ft Wayne, IN  46899 

Hit reply to 
request removal 
from this email 
list, to send a 

word of 
encouragement, 

or to express 
interest in ongoing 

or upcoming 
GoHawaii 
projects. 

 

Serving with dear friends - 

Matsuko, Kelly, and Alison. 

35 years ago, 
Takemi, Matsuko, 
Ken and I served 
with LIFE Minis-
tries (now A3) at 
Tokorozawa Chris-
tian Fellowship. 

Sunday morning 
at New Hope 
Tokyo, The 
Neighborhood's 
ministry partner.  

Thanksgiving Dinner for Japanese families. 

Christmas with New Hope Tokyo  
   Young Ladies 

Praise & Prayer Requests  
 

• We had a fantastic time of 
ministry and relationship-
building in both Indonesia 
and Japan.  

• Kenya Trip, December 5-18: 
Travel mercies, health, safety, 
unity and joy! 

• Discipleship Training – may 
the Holy Spirit guide, help and 
strengthen each of us. 

• Kitie High School Projects –
through providing clean water 
and housing may many at the 
school and in Kitie find 
Living Water and never thirst 
again.     


